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The September General Meeting is the official opening 
of the 2013/2014 season. During this meeting you can 
become a member of the IWC, sign up for the Interest 
Groups and learn more about the Club and its activities.
The Winter Bazaar is not only the largest fundraising 
event of the IWC, it also is the ideal opportunity to dis-
cover products from different countries, to sample dishes 
from all over the world and to do some serious shopping 
in a unique international ambiance.
For the 18th year in a row, the IWC Embassies of the 
World Dinner and Ball will be one of the most dazzling 
events on the Moscow calendar. This year’s theme will 
be Dance & Romance around the World, a guarantee for 
an unforgettable evening!
Join the IWC as a member in the 2013/2014 season and 
participate inthe festive events that will be organized to 
celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Club.
If you want more information about the IWC, visit one 
of the Coffee Mornings, informal meetings that take 
place twice a month between 10am and noon in Le 
Pain Quotidien on Ulitsa Arbat 32, or send an email to 
iwcgeneralofficer@gmail.com.

More details about these and other upcoming events 
of the IWC can be found on www.iwcmoscow.ru.

IWC Highlights 2013/2014
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Buying Train Tickets
For the full blooded Russian experience, line up to buy a train 
ticket at one of the kassi (Ticket offices) at any train sta-
tion. If you don‘t speak Russian, it is a good idea to find out 
the number of the train you want. This is where the Russian 
Railways website www.rzd.ru can come in handy. If you can 
read Russian or get a friend to help, you can view timetables, 
buy tickets online and then just print them out at the ticket 
machines in the station. Their English version doesn’t allow 
purchases yet. Other options are to buy through a ticket or 
travel agency in Moscow. Remember that if you are buying a 
ticket for anything other than a local train you will need to show 
your passport details, so that they can be printed on the ticket.

Train Stations
Railway information hotline, www.rzd.ru, (+7) 800 
775 00 00. (Russian only)
Belorussky Station A-1, MBelorusskaya, www.belo-
russkiy.railclient.ru. Trains go from here to Berlin, Warsaw, 
Minsk, Vilnius and Kaliningrad. This station sends trains to 
Sheremetyevo Airport via the Aeroexpress train.
Kazansky Station E-1, MKomsomolskaya, kazanskiy.
railclient.ru. Gateway to the East, trains run to Kazan, Tash-
kent, Samara, Ulan-Ude and beyond. 
Kievsky Station A-4, MKievskaya, kievskiy.railclient.
ru. As well as to Kiev, trains leave to Odessa, Budapest, Bu-
charest and Kishenev. This station sends trains to Vnukovo 
Airport via the Aeroexpress train.
Kursky Station E-3, MKurskaya, kursky-vokzal.ru Local 
trains depart from the right hand side of the station (first floor). 
Leningradsky Station E-1, MKomsomolskaya, 
leningradskiy.railclient.ru Hub for trains going north to 
Helsinki, Tallinn and St. Petersburg. 
Paveletsky Station D-5, M Paveletskaya, paveleckiy.
railclient.ru. This station sends trains to Domodedovo 
Airport via the Aeroexpress train. 
Rizhsky Station MRizhskaya, rijskiy.railclient.ru. You’ll 
come here if you are heading to Riga or elsewhere in Latvia. 
Yaroslavsky Station E-1 M Komsomolskaya, yaro-
slavskiy.railclient.ru. To the Golden Ring and beyond - all 
the way to Vladivostok. 

Car Rental
Avis Russia Car Rental, tel. (+7) 495 988 62 16, 
www.avisrussia.ru. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00.
Hertz A-1, 1-ya Brestskaya ul., 34, MMayakovs-
kaya, tel. (+7) 495 232 08 89, www.hertz.ru. QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00.

Public Transport 
Moscow’s system of buses, trams and trolleybuses, as well as 
its world-famous metro, can now all be used with just one united 
ticket that is valid for all forms of transport and which can be 
bought in the metro ticket offices. It’s definitely worth getting 
a multi-journey ticket (you can get 11 journeys for 300Rbl) as 
it both saves money and is simple and convenient. If you need 
to buy single journeys you can get them once on the bus or 
tram and it costs 30Rbl. Make sure you get on the bus/tram/
trolleybus from the front so you can pass the ticket-operated 
turnstile. The metro is fast and efficient and is the second 
busiest in the world after Tokyo - you’ll rarely have to wait long 
for a train. Operating hours are from 05:30/06:00 until 01:00. 
To enter, swipe the metro card then go through (the barriers will 
hit you if you don’t swipe the card first!) Plan your trip in advance 
on www.metroway.ru (interactive) or www.mosmetro.ru. 

Taxis
The powers that be are now hard at work trying to better 
regulate the taxi industry and make the service better for 
you the passenger. However, as can be true anywhere in 
the world, taxi drivers can sometimes be unscrupulous and 
over charge you so to avoid conflicts over taxi meters etc 
try to agree on a price before hand. It is also a good idea to 
book a taxi in advance to ensure you get a reasonable price. 
‘Taxi’ is a term to be used loosely in Russia, with many 
locals still preferring to flag down ordinary cars as part of 
an unofficial informal taxi service. Since 2011 the unofficial 
taxi service has been made illegal and drivers can be fined 
for ferrying people around the city for cash, although due 
to a continuing lack of official taxis in the city the practice 
still thrives. To foreigners travelling in an unmarked car may 
seem unsafe and you certainly should exercise caution if you 
decide to opt for the Lada experience.
Stand by the road and stick out your arm - not your thumb. 
Be cautious, trust your instincts and always agree a price 
in advance. Such drivers are notorious for overcharging 
foreigners - a journey within the city centre should usually 
cost anything between 250 and 500Rbl. Try to avoid using 
very large denominations and asking for change.
If you are looking to pick up a taxi at the train station, head 
to the RZD taxi booth. If travelling to the airport 1,500Rbl is 
a perfectly reasonable fare. For shorter trips around the city 
centre expect to pay 300 - 500Rbl.

Taxi Shanson tel. (+7) 495 925 75 13, 
www.tshanson.ru.
Formula Taxi tel. (+7) 495 777 57 77

Where is the…? Gdye…? Где…?
Is it far? Eta daleko? Это далеко?
Right/left Napravo/nalyevo Направо/налево
Straight ahead Pryamo Прямо
Ticket office Kassa Касса
Open/closed Otkryto/zakryto Открыто/

закрыто
Entrance/exit Vkhod/Vykhod Вход/выход
Push/pull Ot sebya/k sebe От себя/к себе
Ticket Bilyet Билет
Return (ticket) Tuda i obratno Туда и обратно
Entrance 
forbidden

Vkhod 
zapreshchon

Вход запрещен

No smoking Ne kurit Не курить

Getting around

35 years IWC Moscow
The International Women’s Club of Moscow celebrates its 
35th anniversary this year, so Moscow in Your Pocket thought 
that it was a great moment to look at some of the highlights 
of their history and their current activities. 

35 years of history
The club was established by four founders in 1978, to bring 
women together for friendship and cultural exchange. Over 
the past 35 years, the IWC has grown to over 700 current 
members from almost 100 different countries.
Until the 80’s, membership consisted mainly of diplomats’ 
spouses, whereas from the 90’s onwards the wives of 
businessmen on assignments in Moscow have also joined. 
Recently, more and more female business professionals who 
come to Russia in their own right find their way to the Club 
as well. During the early years, members had to rely on each 
other’s help to learn where to buy products or to find a good 
doctor. Expat life in Moscow has improved a lot since then, 
but nevertheless, newcomers still appreciate advice from 
their fellow members about reasonably priced stores, original 
version movie theaters and good restaurants. It’s safe to say 
that some things never change.

Supporting charitable activities has become a major aim of 
the IWC since the late 80’s when a fundraising event was 
organized for the earthquake in Armenia. Today, the IWC Chari-
ties Group provides emergency care and long-term support 
for children in need and people under the poverty level by 
contributing to more than 30 different projects.

35 years of events
Each year the IWC organizes two big events to raise both funds 
and awareness for the projects supported by the Charities 
Group.  Since 1988, the annual Winter Bazaar, where national 
products from different countries are sold, has become the 
largest IWC event, with over 4000 guests attending in 2012. 
The support of the diplomatic community has allowed the 
IWC to organize more special events over the years. In recent 
years, the opening meeting of the IWC season has been held 
at Spaso House, the residence of the American Ambassador. 
The protocol section of UPDK (Direction for services to the 
diplomatic corps) has also hosted gatherings in their offices. 
But perhaps the most unique event is the annual Embas-
sies of the World Dinner and Ball that was founded in 1996. 
Guests are invited to have dinner in one of the embassies 
or Ambassadors’ residences in Moscow, truly a once in a 
lifetime experience, followed by an evening of dancing and 
entertainment –all for a good cause.
Although the importance of charity fundraising cannot be 
underestimated, most IWC activities are organized for the 
benefit of the members. Socially, the Club was a resounding 
success from the beginning.  The IWC still organizes well-
attended General Meetings, usually on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month, which provide a great opportunity for members 
to socialize and to enjoy art, music and food from different 
cultures.  As popular as they were 35 years ago, the IWC 
Interest Groups cover a broad range of activities including art, 
cooking, history and culture, languages, spiritual welfare and 
sports, and there is also a playgroup for members’ children.

35 years – time to celebrate
The 35th anniversary of the largest women’s club in Moscow 
will not go unnoticed: the IWC plans to organize special events 
this season and many regular meetings will get an extra fes-
tive touch. In order not to ruin the surprise, details are not yet 
disclosed, but rumor has it that members might be receiving 
birthday presents and that they should prepare for a picnic 
party in the second half of the season!


